
 
 Otterburn Parish Council

Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 November, 2013
Between 7.30pm and 9.40pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Val Corbett – Vice Chair Cheryl Austin, Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk PC Colin Heath, David Coulter plus 48 parishioners

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from J. Hartshorne, S. Robson and G. Satchwell

2. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings, having been circulated, were disputed by Cllr Farrell. It was agreed the 
minutes would be reviewed and amended where necessary before gaining acceptance by Councillors.

A number of parishioners attending raised concern over the way they felt the Parish Council operates and made 
decisions.  Mrs Knight stated she felt the Parish Council did not support businesses in the community and had 
personal experience of bad feeling towards her business.

Cllr Austin stated that there was may be a lack of understanding how the Parish Council work. She suggested a 
specific meeting was arranged to cover matters such as – how decisions are made, how to join the Parish 
Council, how to raise matters and questions. A discussion followed how communication could be improved so 
the community were aware of ongoing matters.

It was suggested that there should be a specific meeting regarding the possible planting some of the trees and 
shrubs received from the Woodland Trust in the Millennium Green and where these would be located.

3. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Vice-Chair provided feedback from the NCC meeting 
on 24 October where the NCC detailed the suggested traffic calming plans. Many of those 45 people that 
attended that meeting felt the number of speed cushions was excessive and the NCC representative was asked to 
provide alternative options. The Vice-Chair also gave details of the NCC Area West Committee meeting on 12 
November at the Otterburn Castle. She advised that the Otterburn traffic calming matter was on the agenda and 
said it would be good if as many residents attended as possible.

Mrs Davenport provided details of her research into speed cameras including options and cost. PC Colin Heath 
shared details of his research also. He advised that the chances of securing a speed camera were currently very 
low as the criteria was for either a fatality or four very near misses within a kilometre of where a speed camera 
would be located.     

h) item 6c: Volunteer speedwatch in Otterburn: PC Heath provided details of what this included. He advised that 
applications will need to be submitted by 31 December. Training would then be provided to the volunteers. 
Volunteers would be able to offer as much of their time as they were able to do so during the periods when 
Otterburn had a camera made available for use.

b) item 3b: EDF Compensation payment: The Clerk provided a full history of the EDF compensation funding and 
split between the RTC (£5,000), Children’s Play Area (£3,000) and traffic calming (£10,000).    

c) item 3c: RTC Sports Centre funding / future Trustees: Cllr Austin spoke about the £50,000 lottery funding. This had 
not as yet been received and required the matter concerning the change of status and trustees to be resolved 
before it could be completed. Cllr Austin also advised that more Trustees were needed and volunteers would be 
welcomed. Additionally she provided an update on how the under 11’s football team were doing.

PC Heath advised he had some funding available for material items for children / teenager related matters that 
he had approached the RTC about. As yet he had not received a reply and time was running out. It was agreed 
he would speak with Cllr Austin about the matter.

d) item 3e: Children’s Play Area – development and funding: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.
Chairman: …..  Page 1 of 2

C:\Documents and Settings\Martin\My Documents\Parish Council\Minutes\2013-14\Mins 110413 November.doc



 
e) item 6a: Rochester stone seat: It was reported that a question asking where residents would like the stone seat to be 
re-located would be in the next edition of the Rede Valley Newsletter that would be distributed early December. 
People would be asked to respond by 31 December, 2013. The Clerk was asked to write to the owners of the 
stone seat to seek permission to move it. Cllr Farrell said he would provide the Clerk details of the owners.  

f) item 6b: Millennium Green & St John’s Church access: The Clerk provided details from a diagram of the proposals 
discussed at the previous meeting and shared by email between the Councillors. The proposal would include 
pedestrian access direct to the Millennium Green via a gate. Liz Angus suggested that perhaps permanent 
bollards could be installed allowing pedestrians but not vehicles through. There was general agreement that this 
option would be cheaper than providing vehicle access for the Millennium Green that would not provide good 
value for use of the precept. Cllr Farrell asked if the Millennium Green access could be just left as it was 
however PC Colin Heath advised it would be perceived as a vehicle access and as such the Parish Council may 
be in trouble for not seeking planning permission or permission from NCC Highway department as well as not 
providing a drop kerb. 

There was a suggestion that a sign located 90 degrees to the exiting one would advertise the Green much better. 
There was agreement that the Church and people visiting the Green could use either car park when available to 
do so.

g) item 6c: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk read out a statement on behalf of the Councillors.  This highlighted 
that prior to the meeting with the Davenports on 25 September, 2013 it had only been those who walked on the 
land that had approached the Parish Council asking for action to be taken so footpath(s) were officially 
recognised.  However since that meeting it had become apparent that many more residents wished the Parish 
Council to withdraw the support for the paths. They were concerned that if the footpaths were to be confirmed 
there was a high risk that the Davenports would not purchase the property and the business as well as the jobs 
they would generate would not happen. Consequently the Parish Council confirmed that it would no longer 
support the modification order for the footpaths.

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for October, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of invoice for puncture repair and lawn mower fuel to Robson & Cowan: The Clerk’s Report was agreed. 

The Clerk advised that an invoice had been received from Memorial Hall for £20.00 for hire in September and 
October. It was agreed to pay the invoice.

5. Planning
a) 13/03137/VARYCO: Removal of condition 10 of 20100630 (Change of use of barn to holiday let, creation of driveway and  
parking area): Closehead Farm, Otterburn, NE19 1LZ: There were no objections to this application.

6. New Business
a) Recent crime in Redsdale Valley: PC Heath advised that there had been a spate of crimes reported in last couple of 
weeks in the North Tyne area. However as reassurance he said despite this spike the area still had a low crime 
rate. It was believed that that the crime was due to a gang that moved around targeting an area for a short while. 

PC Heath provided some guidance how people can reduce the risk of being a victim of crime including – ensure 
keys are removed from ignition of vehicles, installing security lights, locating valuable items such as heating oil in 
appropriate location. He also encouraged people to people to phone the police whenever they see anything 
suspicious. He advised that the local police have a very large geographical area to cover and so sometimes could 
not respond as quickly as they would like. He provided details of Farmwatch and advised his colleague Sandra 
Killeen would be happy to provide details of crime prevention.

b) Trees opposite Redewater View Cottages: The Clerk read out an email received from John Alderson (NCC) advising 
that having inspected the trees he could not recommend and thinning at this time.  Cllr Farrell advised he would 
speak to Mr Alderson about the matter.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 2 December, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
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